[Admissions for pediatric asthma in France].
Most hospital admissions for asthma exacerbation are avoidable with adequate disease management. The objective of this study was to describe admissions for asthma in children in France using data from the French nationwide hospital database. We selected admissions having either a main diagnosis of asthma or a main diagnosis of acute respiratory failure (ARF) with asthma as an associated diagnosis, occurring in children (age<15years) between 2002 and 2010 in France (excluding French Guyana). In 2010, 35,004 asthma admissions and 1381 cases of asthma-related ARF were recorded (crude admission rate, 30.1/10,000 children); the mean length of stay was 2days. The in-hospital lethality rate ranged from 0.01% to 0.03% depending on the year. The annual age-standardized admission rate increased between 2002 and 2010 (+2.5% per year on average in metropolitan France). In 2010, 11.8% of children admitted for asthma or asthma-related ARF were readmitted for asthma or asthma-related ARF at least once within the same calendar year, and 1.3% were readmitted within the week following admission. The proportion of children aged less than 5 years who were readmitted within the same calendar year increased between 2002 and 2010. The increase in admission and readmission rates indicates non-optimal management of asthma in children in France.